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FROM THE CHAIR 
Family Law is dynamic. It changes quickly to keep pace with the values in the particular society it is operating 
in. We still have a long way to go to ensure our Family Law System implements and reflects the values of our 
indigenous culture and is truly law for Aotearoa and all our citizens. We have had the 2014 reforms which have 
caused major changes and challenges to how our Family Law System works. The Law Commission is currently 
looking at reform of Relationship Property. The public face of family law is changing rapidly with the introduction 
of the Oranga Tamariki legislative reforms. We still have much to do to put systems in place which prevent and 
protect families from suffering violence in their homes. Mental Health services are being reviewed and with an 
aging population issues of competence and independence come into focus. On top of all this technology advances at 
high speed and challenges the way we do things. 

This unique one-day conference with our very special guest Lady Hale, President of the United Kingdom Supreme 
Court gives us the opportunity to think about what the future of family law in Aotearoa could and should be. 
We also have the person at the sharp end of reform, the Minister of Justice, Hon Andrew Little. All the speakers 
will focus on the future of family law as they see it. This is your opportunity to be part of what I hope will be 
revolutionary thinking and debate about what we can do much better. There are still many whose important voices 
say the system is not working for them and is doing more harm than good. Please seize this moment. 

Professor Mark Henaghan – Chair
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Lady Brenda Hale
President of The Supreme Court of the 
United Kingdom  
The Right Hon the Baroness Hale of 
Richmond DBE

Brenda Marjorie Hale, Lady Hale of Richmond took up 
appointment as President of The Supreme Court in  
September 2017, succeeding Lord Neuberger of  
Abbotsbury. This following her appointment as Deputy 
President from June 2013. In October 2009 she became 
the first woman Justice of The Supreme Court.
In January 2004, Lady Hale became the UK’s first  
woman Lord of Appeal in Ordinary after a varied career 
as an academic lawyer, law reformer, and judge.
After graduating from Cambridge in 1966, she taught 
law at Manchester University from 1966 to 1984, also 
qualifying as a barrister and practising for a while at the 
Manchester Bar. She specialised in Family and Social 
Welfare law, was founding editor of the Journal of Social 
Welfare and Family Law, and authored a pioneering case 
book on The Family, Law and Society.
In 1984 she was the first woman to be appointed to the 
Law Commission, a statutory body which promotes the 
reform of the law. Important legislation resulting from 
the work of her team at the Commission includes the 
Children Act 1989, the Family Law Act 1996, and the 
Mental Capacity Act 2005. She also began sitting as an 
assistant recorder.
In 1994 she became a High Court judge, the first to have 
made her career as an academic and public servant  
rather than a practising barrister. In 1999 she was the 
second woman to be promoted to the Court of Appeal, 
before becoming the first woman Law Lord.
She retains her links with the academic world as Visitor 
of Girton College, Cambridge, and Visiting Professor of 
Kings College London. She previously served as  
Chancellor of the University of Bristol. A home maker as 
well as a judge, she thoroughly enjoyed helping the  
artists and architects create a new home for The  
Supreme Court.

Professor Mark Henaghan 
University of Otago
Dunedin

Mark Henaghan is a Professor at the University of Otago 
Faculty of Law and he was the Dean of Law for the past 
19 years. Professor Henaghan is a Barrister and Solicitor 
of the High Court of New Zealand and is a Fellow of the 
Royal Society of New Zealand. Professor Henaghan  
specialises in all aspects of family law and is particularly 
interested in guardianship, the care of children,  
children’s rights, relationship property, medical law, 
international family law, and the prevention of domestic 
violence and child abuse. 
Professor Henaghan has written extensively on family 
law matters and he is the co-author of Family Law 
 Policy in New Zealand (4th ed, LexisNexis, 2013) and 
joint author of Family Law in New Zealand (18th ed,  
LexisNexis, 2017), which are the leading New Zealand 
family law textbooks. Professor Henaghan is also the 
joint author of Relationship Property on Death  
(Thomson Brookers, 2004), which won the JF Northey 
prize for the best published law book in 2004 by legal 
academics in New Zealand. He is the sole author of 
Health Professionals and Trust: The Cure for Healthcare 
Law and Policy (Routledge, 2012) and Care of Children 
(LexisNexis, 2005).
Professor Henaghan has also written more than 170  
articles and book chapters on family law published 
in law journals and books around the world. His work 
has been extensively cited and across all levels of the 
New Zealand judiciary. He also provides legal advice on 
family law matters to lawyers and barristers from New 
Zealand and overseas on a regular basis.



8.45-9.00 WELCOME FROM THE CHAIR 

Professor Mark Henaghan 
University of Otago 
Dunedin

9.00-10.00 A UK & GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE 

Lady Hale 
President of The Supreme Court of the UK 
London

w

10.00-11.00 A POLITICAL PERSPECTIVE

Hon Andrew Little 
Minister of Justice 
Wellington

11.00-11.20  MORNING TEA

11.20-12.20 A MĀORI PRESPECTIVE

Professor Jacinta Ruru 
University of Otago 
Dunedin

12.20-1.20 JUDICIAL PERSPECTIVES

Her Hon Judge Mary O’Dwyer 
District Court 
Wellington

His Hon Judge Haamiora Raumati 
District Court 
Gisborne

1.20-2.00 LUNCH

2.00-3.10 THE PRACTITIONERS’ PERSPECTIVE 

Property

Lady Deborah Chambers QC 
Bankside Chambers 
Auckland

Stephen van Bohemen 
Atticus Chambers 
Christchurch

Children

Anita Chan QC 
Princes Chambers 
Dunedin

Lope Ginnen 
Halcyon Chambers 
Auckland

3.10-3.30  AFTERNOON TEA

3.30-4.30 THE ACADEMICS’ PERSPECTIVE

Professor Bill Atkin 
Victoria University 
Wellington

Nikki Chamberlain 
University of Auckland 
Auckland

Associate Professor Nicola Taylor 
University of Otago 
Dunedin

4.30-4.50 WRAP UP - CHAIR

5.00-6.00 DRINKS AND CANAPÉS

PROGRAMME

WHO 
SHOULD 
ATTEND

All practitioners interested in family law. 
Other professionals who work with  
families may also be interested.

LEARNING  
OBJECTIVE

By attending this conference you will better 
understand the challenges that will impact 
on the practice of family law in the future.

Pullman Hotel has a conference rate of $275 (incl gst) available for attendees. Please contact the Pullman directly on 09 353 1000 
or email reservations@pullmanauckland.co.nz and quote NZ190918. Rooms are subject to availability. Please note any cancellations 
received within and on 30 days of arrival will incur full accommodation cancellation charges per room night cancelled.

ACCOMMODATION



 
THE FUTURE OF FAMILY LAW
REGISTRATION

Last Name First Name Title

Firm/Organisation

Address

PO Box:                                            DX:

Street Address:

Suburb:

Town/City:  Postcode:

Phone:

Email:

Dietary Requirements:

FEE (Incl GST)  – includes book and all catering

 Early Bird By 23 AUG or AFTER 23 AUG

 NZLS/Associate members   $645   $695

 Non-members   $705   $755

 Live Web Stream   $625   $675

REGISTER ME FOR

  AUCKLAND 
 PULLMAN HOTEL 
 20 SEPTEMBER 

  LIVE WEB STREAM 
20 SEPTEMBER

Please note: Live Web Stream 
registrations close 3pm  
Wednesday 19 September

REGISTER
ONLINE AT:  
www.lawyerseducation.co.nz 

POST TO:  
NZLS CLE Ltd, PO Box 5041,  
Wellington 6140, DX SP20202

FAX TO:   
04 463 2986

INQUIRIES
0800 333 111
registrations@lawyerseducation.co.nz

CANCELLATION AND REFUND 
POLICY. 
Please note: Minimum and maximum numbers 
apply. Registrations will be accepted on a first-
come/first-served basis. Registrations close 10 
working days before the presentation date (the 
closing date). NZLS CLE Ltd reserves the right 
to cancel any session that does not reach the 
budgeted minimum number of registrations. 
This decision will be made on the closing date 
and a full refund will be made to each registrant 
of the cancelled session. If you cancel your 
registration before the closing date, a refund 
will be made, less a $100 administration fee. 
After the closing date, there will be no refund. 
You may transfer your registration to another 
person until five working days before the 
presentation. Please advise NZLS CLE Ltd  in 
writing of the change.

PRIVACY ACT 1993 
The information requested on this registration 
form is for NZLS CLE Ltd and the  
sponsors only.    

 
  
I do not wish the sponsors to receive my contact      

          details.

 PAYMENT

   PAY BY ENCLOSED CHEQUE: Payable to ‘NZLS CLE Ltd’

   PAY BY DIRECT CREDIT:  Acc. Name NZLS CLE Ltd. Acc. Number 12-3192-004-9995-00  
  (Include your surname & name of organisation as the reference)

   PAY BY CREDIT CARD

Card Number: 

   -    -    -     

Expiry: 

         /
Card security 
code: 

 Name on Card: 
 

 
Visa 

 Signature:  
Mastercard

 
Amex 

BOOK

Books are now available in Hard Copy  AND/OR  PDF. Please indicate your choice.

 Hard Copy    OR   $ no extra charge

 PDF    OR   $ no extra charge

 Both Hard Copy and PDF   + $30

 Conference Fee                              Book-Both Hard Copy and PDF            Total Due

 $                                     +      $                                        =     $

*BOOK

Hard Copy
Your book will be given to you when you 
register on the day.

PDF
You will be emailed a PDF copy of the 
book 3 working days before the event.

Both Hard Copy & PDF
You will be emailed a PDF copy of the 
book 3 working days before the event, 
and you can collect the hard copy book 
when you register on the day.
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